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Butler Public
Power District
Butler PPD’s mission is to safely provide low cost, reliable, excellent services to
Butler and Saunders Counties customers.

No Rate Increase & PCA Credit Continue in 2021
As stated above, Butler PPD’s mission is to safely provide low cost, reliable, excellent services
to Butler and Saunders counties customers. That mission proves true again for 2021. We will
not have a rate increase for the 3rd year in a row. Our Butler PPD customers have had the same
rates since 2018.
We will also continue with the Production Cost Adjustment Credit as we did in 2019 and 2020.
The Production Cost Adjustment Credit is the result of NPPD, our wholesale power provider,
passing on the credit to Butler PPD for every kilowatt hour purchased by the District. The Butler PPD Board of Directors voted to continue passing this credit on to our customers. For every
kilowatt hour you purchase, you will receive $.006196 credit. You will continue to see this as a
line item on your monthly statement.

2021 Utility Line Course Scholarship
Thinking of becoming a lineman? Butler Public Power District offers a $2,000 scholarship to
an individual majoring in the utility line program at Northeast Community College in Norfolk,
or a $1,000 scholarship to an individual majoring in utility line program at Metropolitan Community College in Omaha. Applicants must reside within the service territory of Butler Public
Power District, be a dependent of a customer of the District or live in one of the following villages: Abie, Bellwood, Brainard, Bruno, David City, Dwight, Garrison, Linwood, Loma, Malmo,
Octavia, Prague, Rising
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From the desk of....

The General Manager

2020 is a Year that will Never be Forgotten!
Now that 2020 is in the books, I want to reflect to all the challenges that Butler PPD customers and
employees faced in an unforgettable year.
Starting in February we were hearing something about a Pandemic. By March we were aware of something that many of our customers and our employees had never seen before. We closed the front doors
of Butler PPD headquarters to our customers and the public on March 16th because of what we were learning regarding
the spread of the virus. Our thought behind this was for the safety of our customers and employees. We did not want the
virus to spread either to our employees or to our customers. At this time, we made sure to social distance with our office
force and started to split up our linemen crews. We made sure that they rode either alone or if they had to ride together
each person wore a mask to help stop the spread. We also split up our office workforce into two (2) teams and rotated
them every three working days. We did this because, if we had a spread of the virus within our employees and we had our
office staff or our linemen home either with the virus or quarantined we could not serve you, our customers, if we were to
have a large outage or storm.
The Board of Directors held their April and May monthly board meeting via teleconference and on June 1st we brought all
employees back together at the headquarters. We continued to social distance in the office and staggered the start times for
our linemen to continue to serve our customers while being safe.
On April 12th, Easter Sunday, the western half of the Butler PPD service territory was hit with an ice storm. Our crews
worked all day and into the night to restore power to about 1,750 customers. Not only were the working conditions not the
greatest, we again had to worry about the virus and possibly spread within the employees while restoring power.
The summer brought a mixed bag of weather. In the start we got moisture for our farming customers but as the summer
months continued it got dry and the district saw new record energy sales for the month of August. The dryer weather continued until the evening of November 9th.
The evening of November 9th will not be forgotten by the customers or employees of Butler PPD. THE NOVEMBER
ICE STORM! The rain started around 10:00 pm on Monday November 9th and it wasn’t too long before the on-call crew
received their first call of a power outage. The rain was coming down and the temperature was 30 degrees. This continued
through the night and the outages kept piling up. As soon as our crews could get a line turned back on, it would go right
back out. As it continued to rain, the ice continued to build up on the lines and trees. Our linemen reported that when the
trees would break and crash to the ground, it sounded like a shot gun blast. As of 5 am Tuesday morning the district had
4,500 customers with out power. The district has a total of 6,365 services, so we had about 70% of all meters in our service
territory without power. At that point we made the call to NREA (Nebraska Rural Electric Association) for Mutual Aid
help.
Mutual Aid is when other districts send crews to other districts that are in need to restore power back to their customers
because of a storm. Normally, our neighboring power district would come help but our neighbors were dealing with the
same ice issue as we were.
From November 10th through November 13th at one time or another we had additional crews from Norris PPD (Bea-
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trice), Howard Greeley RPPD (St. Paul), Loup Valleys RPPD (Ord) and Polk Co. RPPD (Stromsburg). Those extra crews
accounted for 12 bucket trucks, one pickup and 24 linemen. The Butler PPD customers, employees and directors would
like to thank each lineman and their respected public power district for their help and dedication to restoring the power to
all Butler PPD customers that lost power through the ice storm.
I cannot forget about the Butler PPD employees. Through this ice storm event our employees performed like true public
power champions! They all worked extremely hard in restoring power and working with our customers who called in several times throughout the four-day restoration event! Congratulations on a job well done safely!
Other than a pandemic and two ice storms in a single year, 2020 has been normal. We are looking forward to turning the
final page of 2020 and serving our customer in 2021 and beyond!
If you have any comments or concerns, please contact General Manager Mark Kirby.

~ 30 Years of Service ~
Gary Kucera

District 5 Board of Director
Gary Kucera became a Board of Director for
Butler PPD in January of 1991. Gary represents the Village of Dwight, Loma & Touhy
in our Service Area. He also represents Oak
Creek & Richardson Townships in Butler
County and Chapman & Newman Townships in Saunders County.

**Starting in 2021, we will begin recognizing our
Employees and Board of Directors for their dedication to the District on their milestone anniversaries.
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Monday - Friday
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www.butlerppd.com
General Manager:
Mark Kirby
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Larry Dauel, President
Daryl Crook, Vice President
James Papik, Secretary
Mark Blazek, Treasurer
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Gary Kucera
John Schmid
Gary Yindrick
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